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In various handwritten manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible (e.g. the Leningrad Codex), the raphe is a dash over
a letter (e.g. i) which appears principally over undotted begadkepat letters (i, i, ;f, 5, 7_[, 5, Fl, 1:1) and also
over silent letters (e.g. & and l;l). (A dot commonly goes by the names “dagesh” or “mapig,” depending on how

the dot is used.) Raphes are like “the other side of the coin” relative to begadkepat and final i1 dots. Their

presence or absence is not always consistent, which gives them a similarity to the dots.
Another aspect of the raphe is that it completes the set of superlinear Aramaic vowels (vowels which go

<
above the letter rather than below it) that go into some of the accents. The ole accent (N) is a short gamets; the

P . : —
pazer () is a short patach; the revia () is a chireq; the zageph gatan (£R) is a cholem; and the raphe () is a

sheva. The raphe at times is even straddled between two letters, which is something that can happen with
Aramaic vowels. Currently our accented Hebrew Bibles are missing the “sheva” in the set of Aramaic vowels.

In the foreword to the first edition of the BHS (this foreword is in current editions of the BHS), Rudolph Kittel
wrote (BHS 4th ed., p. xii), “...Raphe has been almost consistently omitted as before; otherwise there would
have been almost insuperable technical difficulties.” This message somewhat implies that “down the road, when
we can figure out these technical difficulties, the raphe will (or should) be added in.” As you can see below,
these technical difficulties don’t really exist anymore. (The font I’'m using here does need to be tweaked for the
cholem.) The raphe needs to be restored to its rightful place in the Hebrew Bible.

Genesis 1:1-27 (WLC 4.20) with Leningrad Codex raphes:
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